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That tie: = vs rips Ea permit 
5 Him to HAN Himſelf, in order to get 
rid of a ScoLDing Ws; And that 4 
his Relations might be exempted from 
the Penalty of a Confſeation of his Goods, 
GS uſually exacted in CASES of Self 
BYE 8 
= Good People ! Tam ſorry to fre you here; but tale 
umu by me, aud. r God's . | above al hingt, 
nid this that I ſay; and that is, fake Care * 
LoD Guns and WoukExs Teen ay 
HTfe was the Occaſi fon of this my Mifortune 
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8 HE SPEECH. here 
preſented to the Pub- 


85 the following ſhort Ac- 
count, V2S. 


ous Family, at Antioch, the 
Capital City of Celoſyria. 
g Whilſt, a Youth, being left 
wholly to himſelf, by the 
Death of his Parents, he tra- 
velld to Athens, where he ap- 


5 lick, 18 faithful Verſion from il 
the Greek Original, written ll 


He was Born, of an Iluſtri- 


plied neither to Epiphanius, on 
Account of his Popularity, nor 
| 5 - Az: ͤͥ 


#4 


to Proere/ins, becauſe 
Numbers of his Followers; but | 
being artfully inveigled by if 
Diophantus's Diſciples, he al- | 
ſociated with them, and choſe 
Diophantus for his Tutor. 
However, thoſe who had a 
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perfect Knowled ge of the Man, 
that had 


of the 7 


= aflure us, that he no foner per. ; 
cieved the Subtilty 
been usd in drawing him in, 
but he left them, and ſeldom| 
- troubled his Tutor afterwards. | 
Howbeit, he apply'd himſelf o 
cloſe to the Study of Rhetorick, 4 
that he became the Former of q 
his own Method, as well as his 
Style. He ſtudied the Ancients 
with a ſtrong Emulation of ac- 
-quiring their manner, and 


3 


v 


ns them, as his beſt and] g 


ſu reſt d 


ELF 
ſureſt Guides; nor was it long 
before he reapt Fruits worthy 
the way he had ſtruck into, 
and the Pains he had taken. 
Being therefore, by this time, ⁵ 
fully ſatisfied of his own Im- 
EZ provement and Advances in 
Eloquence; and fancying him- 
ſelf a Match for moſt of thoſe 
who made a Figure in the 
World, on account of their Pro- 
ficiency in that Science, he re- 
ſolv'd no longer to bury him- 
ſelf in an obſcure Place, and 
have his Fame no further ex- 
J tended than its Bounds: Where- 


= 
899 
an 


wealthy City, and would give 
F good Encouragement to ſuch 
A 2. 


as could make her Famous ei- 
ther by their Works, or Wri- 
4 tings. Here, he continued but 
ga ſhort while, and returning to 
his own Country, ſcent the 
remaining part of his 255 there. 
His Name is honourably men- 

tioned, in the publick Annals, 


way remarkable I ſhall briefly if 
relate. None of all his Friends = 
or familiar Acquaintances ever 

eſcap d his Sarcaſins, for he ſoon p 


of each, and eafily diſcovered 


= ſeem'd to be his Makter-piece, L 


L 


nfo 


among the Acts of Julian; and ; 
ſuch Accounts of him as are any 


penetrated into the Diſpoſition = 


their moſt ſecret Inclinations, 
Nay, ſo compleat an Artiſt was 
he, in expreſſing the Paſſions and 
Manners of Mankind, that it 


inſo⸗ 1 


1 
inſomuch that each of bi 


ſure to have their Pictures 


drawn by his Pen. And not : 
only ſo, but the very Perſons || 


on e he had often exercis d 


his Talent, would declare that 


he had repreſented the various 


= Humours and Affections of all 
Ranks and Orders of Men, in as 
true and lively a manner as a 
| Painter could, their Faces, or 


a Statuary their Bodies; inſo- 


much that it could ſcarce ever 


be diſcern d (tho he drew the 


Characters of ſo many, and | ; 
thoſe ſo very different which | 
he touch'd the beſt. And what 


if it be affirm d that he was ce- 


Friends and Acquaintances was 


r E 
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lebrated by Perſons of oppoſite | 
2 and very differing In- 
tereſts | 


310 . vin 

| | Intereſts and — HOO be- 
i cauſe each perceiv'd, with Ad- 
[1 | Miration, that he ſaw clearly in- 
to the innermoſt Receſſes «of 
| his Actions; ſo ſtrange and fo 
prodigious a Fund of Wit and 
Humour, in penetrating into 
the Hearts of Men, appear d in 


| ried, but is ſaid to have co- 
| habited with a Woman whom | 
| he kept in his Houſe. His 
Works are every where inter- 
$ ſpers'd with Wit and Comick 
F Railery, and he always adapts 
his Style to his matter, with 
the utmoſt Freedom and Po- 
E liteneſs. He abounded with an | 
unexpreſſible Grace and Plea- | 
fſantneſs, peculiar to the ro- 

| phonicians in Conyerſation. 
This 


him alone. He was never mar- | 
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= Erudition is perceivable in his 


Expreſſions of his which ſeem 


= duce ſome ſignificant and ex- 


This, the Athenians call Iro 
and Satyr; and he ſeems to 
have been born with it. He 
took a particular Care to e ll | 
vate this, as his chief Talent; 


lightful in ancient Comedy, 


want not their Beauty. He 


LJ 


whereby he drew in, and uni- 
ted to himſelf whatever was de- 


for he ſeem'd form'd by Nature | 
as well to pleaſe the Ear as to 
inſtruct the Heart. A prodi- 
gious Compaſs of Reading and || 
Orations; and even thoſe 
inſerted meerly for Mirth ſake, 


was always ſtudying to intro- 


preflive Words into the Lan- 
guage, tho they had been long 
out 


— 9 ˙ 3 v1 Lt wo: : _ » 2 ; 


C11 5 
„ of uſe, and beſtow d 


with his gracetul Method of 


tings have reach d our Times, 
BF and may eafily be diſcovered 
& equally skilld in Politicks 
and Pleading, and no Stranger 
either to the attempting, or 
4 perfecting a Theatrical Enter- 
tainment. When ſome Suc- 
| 5 Emperors offered to 


by > 17 


en him to be nam'd Ste- 


Few thereon, as the Legacy | 
| ofa former Age, having firſt | 
| wipd off their Duſt, and ſet 
them off to Advantage. The 
Immortal JULIAN, and all his 
Contemporaries, were charmd 


1 Many of his Wri- | 


the Judicious. He was | 
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promote him to the higheſt 
Poſts of Honour (for they had 


it 2 . 50 5 = ; 2 3 
e ERS, SENS wm © 


ward 2 


| - i 1 
_ ward of the Im al Palace,) 
he declin d it, proteſting that 
ne deem d his own, the higheſt 
| Title. And it is mentioned, 
Jas a Circumſtance highly re- 
dounding to his Pralle, that 
he choſe an humble Station 
that he might not be torn 
from his Studies, and deem d 
. all D offered H onours baſe and 
ſervile, which would with- 
draw him from them. He 
flouriſned from the time of 
the Emperor JULIAN, till 
ITbeodaſius the Elder; and was 
Contemporary with St. Bail 
and St. Gregory. He wrote a 
vaſt Number of Tracts, among 
which was a Panegyrick on 
the Emperor Con ſtaut ine, and 
ö another on Julian; as alſo De- 
cla- 


Gamiations, Epiſtles Sc. He | 
died of meer old Age, equally || 
admired- and eſteemed by. all | 
that knew. him i 
- To apologize for the Tran- || 
flating a good Piece from any 
Language is impertinent, and 
to ſereen the Faults of a bad 
one from publick Cenſure by 
any Aplogy that can be made 
is impoſlible,. for which Rea- 
Jon Lal add nothing to what 
I have already faid, except 
that I am very ſtrongly of O- 
pinion that Ben Johnſon (who 
is allowed to have been a good 
Grecian) took not only the FE. 
Hint, but ſeveral of the mofff 
5 ſhining Characters in his Cele 
brated Comedy of the 81 
LFENT W 1 ũ from- this 
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Ih apply'd to your Lordſhips on this very 
a melancholy Occaſion ; But having 


Md Grievance) that you would gracioully 5 
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'T Ould to God, my good Lonůs; 
1 had been Six Foot under 
V Ground before I married, 
for then had I neither been chain dito 
that eternal Larum of my Wife's 
= Tongue, nor confin'd to give a Paſ⸗ 


ſive Ear to the Tex Thouſandth Part of 3 i 5 | 


her  Impertinencies: However, after 
I found the Devil had done his worſt, 

and that what was done could not be 
K undone; Town, I ought inſtantly to have 


no ſmarted ſufficiently for my long 
Delay, I humbly intreat this moſt 
auguſt Aſſembly (in as much as I have 
at laſt, however late, found out an en- 
tire Remedy for this inſupportable 


eondeſcend to grant fo reaſonable a re- 
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gqueſt, before the Ek of this Day; 


Set Speech Ii | 
Day ſtunn'd with, from the glib- 
tongu'd Lawyers, whoſe whole Lives 


— 
8 8 
Xt 


as ur Permiſion to HAN my ſelf: 


for to that extremity, alas! am Ireduc d, 
that not to live at all is a thouſand 


times more eligible than to live with 
my Wife. One father Boon I moſt 


humbly beg at your Lordſhips hands 
before I tie the friendly Noolſe,-name- . 


ly, that T be not forc'd to make a long 
ch like thoſe, you are every 


are ſpent in one continued Round of 


Say ing and Gainſaying; for I am hor- 
ribly afraid, if I be obliged to make 


a long Harangue, my Wife (hearing 


oy 


of the Matter) might unluckily fall in 


among us, and by levelling the Artil- 
lery of her Tongue at your Lordſhips, 
lay both you and me flat, with aVolley 


of Noiſe and Clamour. To prevent 
which Accident, let me alſo beg the In- 
dulgence of Expedition; for ſhould ſhe 
enter the Place, and wind her Cat- 
Call, before I were Hang'd outright, 
the intolerable Din thereof would take 
away the beſt part pleaſure in 


Hanging. As to the Laws now ia Ji 
force, my Lords, had not our Wile - 
Legiſlators been a little too needleſsly 
particular in drawing them up, I had Wi 
been under no neceſſity of making 
this Apology, to perſwade you thar W 
hanging is the only Courſe I have now WM 
left, but would inſtantly have ſtole from 
my Wife the firft Night, and tuck' d 
my ſelf decently up upon the firſt good 
Tree that had ſtood in my Way, with-. 
out the plague of being either ſtifled 
in a Crowd, or {tunn'd with a Tempeſt 
of impertinent Jargon : But as they 
who have enſlav'd us, in all other re- 
ſpects, have alſo depriv'd us of the 
Liberty of dying as we pleaſe; and re- 
duc'd that (as well as moſt other 
Things) to Rule and Method; tho* 1 
eurſe the Authors of our Bondage, yet 
I patiently, and with a becoming re- 
fignation, ſubmit to the noiſe and hurrx 
_ of this place, however grating and trou- 
bleſome, in hopes I may, for ever after, 
be allow'd to reſt in Peace and 8i- 
tence. As for all thoſe who have an 
Knowledge of my Wife's Diſpoſition, 
5 B 2 I am 
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has ] | 
1 am not in the leaſt ſolicitous of 
obtaining their Pardon, tho I do make 
the beſt of my way out of Life: But 
as to others, it may not be amils to 
= acquaint them in What a Hell I live, 
aud with what a Fiend I have hither- 
#7 rocohabited. I beſeech your Lordſhips, 
= In particular, to grant me a favourable | 
Lee and as for thoſe airy Sparks 
Who laugh and grin, and call me mad, 
or peeviſh, I deſpiſe them; tor indeed, 
£0 fay the Truth, what ſeverer Puniſh- 
ment would any man inflict upon them, 
jf he could, than what they at preſent 
labour under, in their diſſolute and 
debauch'd Lives, ever grinaing, never 
ſerious, and eternally pouring forth 
whatever comes in their Heads, with- 
out either Wit or Judgment. My good 
Father, my Lords, warn'd me, more 
than once, to take eſpecial Care to keep | 
mine own Counſel, and never to ſuffer | 
| theleaſtSecretto pals my Lips, by which 
means, he aſſured me I ſhould be in- 
finitely better able to judge of what 
Wa s neceſſary, and what noxious in 
1 Tas and conſequently to chuſe the +006, 
T3 malt 


and refuſe the other. He alſo advis'd Ii 
me to prize my Quiet, and deteſt Ji 
Noiſe and Nonſenſe. This advice of 
his (my Lords) I have hitherto molt Ji 
religiouſly adher*d to, for which Reaſon Ii 
I ſeldom reſort to the Parliament Houſe. I 
Not that I would thereby ſhew the I 
the leaſt Diſregard to the Welfare f 
my Country, but on account of the 
long-winded Speech-makers there, 
Who never know either when, or 
how to put an end to their Harangues. 
As ſeldom am I ſeen in any of our 
Courts of Judicature, becauſe of the va- 
rious and uncooth Appellations of Ac- 
tions of the Caſe, of Treſpais,of Trover, 
of Slander, of Scandal, of Complainr, 
Oc. which mercileſs Jargon, vaſt crowds 
love dearly to have cramm'd down 
their Throats, tho? they have not the 
leaſt Concern that Way. Such a Man 
ſueth ſuch another in ſuch an Action. 
And what, in the Name of Goodnels, is 
all this to me, who am neither Plaintiff 
nor Defendant? The common Form 
of ſaluting each other in the Hall too, 
ought, I think, by all means to be left 
off; I cannot conceive how it crept firſt 
S199, . B+  - 
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into Faſhion, Good morrom Sir, and 
Tour Servant Sir, are Phraſes which J 
i prefume can be of no ule to mankind # 
I never knew the leaſt Good they did, 
== or could ever perceive that any man 
in ill Circumſtances was reliev'd by 
being bid Good-morrow. I alſo take 
= eſpecial Care to avoid all Trades where 
= Anvils and Hammers are concern'd, or 
Where there is a Noiſe of beating and 
Thumping; as Blackſmiths, Braſiers 
{| Pewterers, Trunkmakers, Goldbeaters, 
and ſuch like. On the other Hand, 
thoſe Occupations which can be car- 
fried on without Notle, I am no enemy 
=; to, and yet, notwithſtanding all this, 
Ven the Art is beſt perform'd in ſilence, 
the fooliſh Artificer cannot be per- 
ſwaded to hold his Peace: How many 
Painters have I obſerved humming a 
=: Song while they were painting a Land- 


ſcape? ſuch an Itch have moſt People | 
to be noiſy, tho without either ſenſe 
or meaning. 1 
As long as I liv'd a Batchelor I 
led a Life tolerably eaſy ; my Servants 
all knew my Humour ſo well, that 
none of them would do any Thing to 
wh 55 diſoblige 
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diſoblige me; but when my ill Hour 
approach'd, and the Time of my un- 
doing was at Hand, in comes a certain 


KAcquaintance of mine full fraught 


S with Railings at a Batchelor's Life, and 
high Encomiums on a married State. 
And what, ſays he, will you alone pre- 
tend to {light that ſweet Yoke, which 


is not only a Sacred Inſtitution, but 


the moſt agreeable of all the reſt? and 
with that, he introduc'd a Diſcourſe of 


Ja Gentlewoman, young, well-born, 
beautiful, rich, ingenious, and ſcru- 
pulouſly virtuous, and to ſum up the 


matter, he bid me only ſay the Word, 
and the match was as good as made: 
However, paſſing all theſe Perfections 
of hers by, faid I, fatisfy me, I beſeech 
vou, only in this one Article: What 
ſhare of Tongue has ſhe? for you 
8 muſt know, I have an unconquerable 
KAverſion to ſnoring, ſneezing, ſighing, 

and coughing, and had rather any body 
ſhould belabour my ſides ſoundly with 
| a Cudgel, than force me to bear the 
| beſt of them. As to a Goſſip, I could 


not endure her, even aſleep, and ſhould 


I be 
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I be unluckily link d to ſuch a one, how | 
dan you imagine I ſhould. ſurvive it? 
Pluck up a good Heart, reply'd he, for 
of all Things ſhe is the fartheſt from 
that; and you will ſooner have Oc- | 
cCaſion to blame the very Stones in the 
ſtreets for tattling, than Her; nay, added 
he, the chief fault, I am afraid, you 
Will find with her, will be her too 
much Silence. Thus, my good Lords, 
I ſuffered my ſelf to be overperſwaded; Mt. 
and how could I reſiſt, when I heard 
of that admirable Dowry of Silence 
which ſhe was to bring me? But, from 
that fatal Day, the Hemp was prepar- 
ing to ſpin me this Halter, for then, 
my Miſeries come thronging in upon 
me, thick and threefold: For even the 
Solemnity was ſcarce tollerable; fuch 
Clapping of hands was there, ſuch tear- | 
of Throats, ſuch Piping and Laughing, 
ſuch indecent Dancing and ſenſeleſs 
ſinging: In one word, from the Mo- 
ment I married this Fury; every thing, 
that could conſpire to ſtun a Man's 
ears, attackt me from all Quarters, with 
exceſſive rage and violence; * 


* 


1 


- 
4 


er Fs — n 3 N 1 4 
e — * 2 * 0 * e. 
E WA Yen 8 "oro Wt es a * "> . hy fm » « 

re CN RR Oro . 


EN A 


3 
— 


r . TN 
Rap $244 AA 
. non REES AE, 


10 n 
. 


5 
oy 
+ 0 
£ 
il 
* 4 
4 * 
+ SF 
+3 
4 x 
= 
1 9 
8 
$6 
3 
+ 2 
© - * 
"73 
14 
4 
14 
56 
22 
© + | 
7 
$52 
3 
. 
34 
"5 
as. 
3 
. 
5 25 
n 
78 
Wo 
We 
5 
N 
"#4 8 
75 o 
— a 
433 
7 


P 
* 1 WES: : 
, 8 
% 


that I had once form'd a Reſolution of 
leaving both my Bride and the Feaft, 
and to have betaken myſelf to my Heels, 
for Safety. But recollecting, and re- 
flecting, that this Diſturbance ought 
e rather to be laid upon the Ceremony, 
d than my Wife's Natural Temper, 1 
u reſolv'd within my ſelf to weather the 


0 BY ſtorm till Bed-time: But alas! all this 
vas a profound calm, in compariſon of 
d; what enſued for before Midnight my 
dl wife found the uſe of her Tongue, and 
ce begun to complain of the Bed: This 
m gave me no ſmall uneaſineſs, for 1 
- BY thought it vaſtly bold for a Bride to 
Nn, BY find fault the firſt Night: She thenask'd 
on Wh whether I was aſleep; and this I took 
ne BY more heinouſly than the other. ' After 
ch this, ſhe ask'd me a third and fourth 
. Queſtion; to all which Ianſwered not 
one Word, only I was inwardly griev'd 
els at her unaccountable Behaviour; for, 
l0- WH contrary to all the eſtabliſh'd Rules of 
= BW Modeſty, I, the Husband, lay ftill and 
15 was ſilent, She the Wife grew noiſy 


and troubleſome. So, watching the firſt 
Peep of Day, up I gets, and haſtes 
„„ „ 
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directly to one of her Bridemaids. 
What can be the meaning (ſays I) for 
Heaven's ſake, that a Bride ſhould pre. 
fume to open her Mouth, and ſpeak 
the firſt Night? Have Patience (ſay; 
me) it was no more than a Love-trick, |; 
and a fure Proof that ſhe was not. 
Tongue: ty d; but you are unacqua intedſ 
with Politeneſs, and ſhould have taken 
the Caſe quite otherwiſe. I agreed tk 
what ſhe faid; but no ſooner return 
Home, than Day-light ſnhewd me my 
Misfortune clearer; and the next {til 
more and more: For, by that time, ſhi 
ordered all my Servant- ma ids to come 
to her, and would needs learn each off 
their names, with thoſe of ther Father) 
and Mothers, in my preſence; as alſo 
how many Children each of them had 
living, how many dead, and who wen 
their Sponſors —— Then She proceeded 
to make a narrow Scrutiny into the 
Pots, Pans, and Skimmers; and to en 
 _quire how many Cocks and, Hens wii 
kept. Not one, in truth, ſays I: As for i 
Cock I could never endure him, be 
eauſe of his Noiſe, nor ſhall I bear wia 
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g Hou much longer, unleſs you can learn. 
. hold your Peace, — She begun next 
"Wo launch forth into large Encomiums 
ak upon that Bird, as that he whois now 
+ Bird was once à Soldier, anda favou- 
Fir of Mars, of which not only his 
Lreſt, but his Spurs and his Courage 
were ſufficient Witneſſes. —T left her 
Wn the midſt of her Harangue, and 
Waſted to find out the Broker of this 


a opeful Bargain. Alas Sir, ſaid I, yon 


ad with that I proceeded to acquaint. 


a 


woof that I ſhould have no further Cauſe. 


If 1 but was no ſooner arriv'd, than I was 
1ad 


5 


sk d a Hundred impertinent Queſtions, 
BE Whither I went? Whence I came? 
With whom I had been? What news 
were ſtirring? Whether the Loans 
went forward? Whether any Procla- 
mation was coming out? What Acts 

were paſſed ia the Senate? What ap- 
eearance was at the Bar? Who were 


..arraion'd ? 1 2 
in rraign'd? Who convicted? BR 
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to hold my peace Was bad enough for 
me but to peak much worſe: for if 1 
Eff obſerva a ſtrict ſilence, She was ſure 
| to-muſter up all he Arg ments ſhe 
could againſt it, and to torture her M 
Brain for a thoufand Jeſts, and Sarcaſms 
upon Taciturnity: She would then tell 
mie very roundly, that a Man ſhould 
ſpeak like a Man, and there withal ru 
on to à long Catalogue of particulars, 
when, and upon what Occaſions, every 
Man *ought to ſpeak out; And if [8 
made the leaſt Anker, that only added 
Fuel to the Fire. Once I acquainted 
ber that the Lord General was return'd 
4 fromthe Wars: Whereupon, ſhe catch. 
ing hold of that Word, never ceas'd il 
tormenting me with Interrogatori ies 
from noon to night, Where he had been? 
How many Battles he had fought? 
How oft he was beat? How oft Vic- 
torious? and How he came to over- | 
come his Enemy! ? Who were his Colo- 
_ nels? who his Captains, Lieutenants, 
Enligns, Serjeants, Corporals? What 
Spoils they had taken? What State 
the Fleet was in? Who were Ad — x. 
7 al 7 
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and Commodores? Who Captains of 


the ſeveral Ships? and how many Men 


each carried? 


When I reprov'd her for theſe follies, 
and told her plainly, they were things 
no way becoming her ſex to enquire 


into, Gra-mercy, ſays ſhe, than reſolve 


mea fewQuertes relating to Husbandry: 
with that ſhe run on in a Hundred 
impertinent Queſtions, from the talleſt 


Trees, dowatothe Briars and Thiſtles; 


and, what was obſervable, thegreateſt 
part of her diſcourſe was about her 


: Neighbours Ground, the leaſt about 


her own It is a dangerous matter 
to ſay any thing to her, Good or Bad; 
for one is ſure to raiſe a huge Hur- 


ricane of Words either Way: From 


this Affair ſhe jumps inſtantly to that, 


and from that to another; as how the 


price of Ale goes? The Wine Mer- 
chants have receiv'd but a ſorry ac- 
count of this Year's Produce — Graz- 
ing is much the ſurer Employ —— If 
they go on to fell the Timber at this 
rate, we ſhall ſhortly want Bavens to 
bake with —— The Maſters of the 
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Mint are call'd to account for not obſer- 
ving the Standard — With theſe, and a 
Thouſand other idle Stories ſhe trifles 
away her time; her Tongue always Em- 
ploy'd, her Hands never; or if by meer 
W accident, ſhe happens to take upa piece 
of Work, her inceſſant tattling and boaſ- | 
ting of what ſhe has done, is ten times 
more unſufferable than her ſloth and I- 
dleneſs — When ſhe chances to return 
= from the Bath, ye Gods! with what 
& a Torrent of Words are we ſure to be 


= attacked? How many Stories muſt 
then be told about the Ciſtern? How [| 
many about the Goſſips? who came, who | 
came not? who brought their little0nes? 
W]Wbo left them at Home? Who had a 
Mole on her ſhoulder? whoa Wart on 
ber Buttock? Who had a wrinkled | 
= Forehead? who a plaiſtered Face? who | 
dievis'd ſcouring Balls? who loſt a Pan- 
= tofle? who overturn'd the Bathing- | 
Tub? who gave the Rubber Two- [| 
pence? who more, who leſs, who no- 
thing? What Quarrel enſued between 
the laſt and the Rubber? Then, as 
tho ſhe had quite forgot the moſt im- 
JJ portant 


pO 
SE 
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„ OY 
portant Point of all, ſhe begins an entire 
Repetition to refreſh her Memory. I 
ſtand all the while aghaſt, expecting 


this ſecond Deluge of Diſcourſe every 


moment to overpower me. Theſe 
Impertinencies pierce my very Heart: 


Tam ſtunn'd with her Clack, which is 


worſe to me than if I were bela- 


boured with Cudgels. However, I 


hope for an End thereof, one Time 
or another: with that Ilament my hard 


= Caſe, curſe Marriage, and pour forth }F 
a Thouſand Imprecations on the Head 


of that execrable Wretch who firſt 
nam'd a Woman to me. If ſhe perceives | 
me ſigh, I have conjur'd upa ne Fiend; | 
What's the matter with you (ſays ſhe) 
is not all right at Home? (And with 
that ſhe rumbles over a long Bead - roll 


of all the Houſhold Implements, even 


to the Sauce-pans and V inegar-Bottle.) 
All's right, ſays I, only let me intreat 


vou to hold your Tongue. My Tongue, 
fſays ſhe, my Tongue is my own, 
hy ſhould I hold my Tongue? I 
Z would have you to know Iama Gentle- 
woman born, and with that, ſhe thun- 


Ca ders 


| LS 
ders over an unmerciful Catalogue of 
= old muſty Beldams her Grand-mothers 
and Great Grand mothers, and Gran- 
W fathers and Great Grand-fathers, with 
their Fathers, Grand-fathers and Great 
= Grand-fathers, up to the twentieth or 
fthirtieth Generation, what high Offices 
they had borne, what they had ſuf. 
fered for the State, how much they IK 
ſpent in Tilts and Tournaments, | 
Shews, Tragedies. — This laſt Word 
Was the Introducer of freſh Miſchief; 
for ſhe now comes upon me open- 
mouth'd, with, who were the firſt In- 
ventors of Tragedy? Who the firſt 
Actors? How it came to its preſent 
Perfection? and. what each added? 
Mean while, I ſtand by, in greater 
Agonies than the Hero at the Cataſ- 
trophe of the Play But my Wife, 
BY you may ſay, knows ſometimes when 
EY to hold her peace. Say you fo? ſooner 
Wy will the Rivers ſtay their Streams, 
than ſhe her Tongue —— Every com- 
mon Accident adminiſters a Handle 
for a new Topick. If I ſtay at Home, 
tif I go abroad, the Careleſſneſs of 
Wi 8 Servants, 


wot A 
Servants, their Diligence; Plenty, 
Dearth; whatever is wrong, what 
ever is right; Rain; fair Weather. 
—— And whenever ſhe happens to 
run herſelf aground, and her Tongue 
can find no more. Employment at 
home, then have at her Neighbours; 
and at laſt, when ſhe is quite exhauſt- 
ed, and nothing further occurs, ſhe 
begins to tell her Dreams; all which 
= ſhe muſt certainly frame out of hner 
= own Head, for ſhe never fleeps, but 
| paſſes the whole Night away in tat- 
tling to herſelf: Or if by ſome 
lucky chance, Sleep ſteals upon her 
unawares, then every part of her is 

at reſt but her Tongue; for that ne- 
ver reſts, but is in perpetual Mo- 
tion, and more troubleſome to me 
than the Bugs and Musketoes. — 
Behold me, my very good Lords; ſee 

how I am waſted away! All Day 

long I am rack'd; at Night mur- 

der'd ! I loath Meat, I loath Drink, 

and (what to all others is the ſweeteſt 

Enjoyment) I loath Life. My Ears 

are fill'd with an eternal Clamour, 
and I bear the doleful Knell evermore 
C 6 about 


3% 77 4 
_—_— 


N 


about me. —— Deliver me, for 
Heaven's ſake, from this Miſchief; 
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grant me your moſt gracious Permiſ- 


ion to make uſe of this Halter. Rid 
me, I intreat you, from her inceſſant 
Tongue. — But methinks I hear one 


= fy, What is it that plagues you ſo 
| heartily as to make you petition for 


Death ?- what Goods. or Chattels have 
you been robb'd of? what Limbs 
have you loſt? what vaſt Load of 
Misfortunes has fallen on you at once, 
that you grow ſo very weary of Lite ? 
Pray, worthy Sir, who made you an 
Examiner? what have you to do 
with my Death ? are you my Father, 


my Brother, my Uncle, or my Cou- 
fin, my Partner in Trade or Husban- : 
dry? what will my Death be out of 


your way? are you deputed Overſeer 
to prevent all voluntary Deaths? O 
the ſuperfluous and inſupportable Cu- 
riolity of Mankind! A poor Wretch 
cannot now have the Liberty of dy- 


ing without ſo many Words. I came 


not here, my Friends, to demand a 


Maintenance at the publick Expence, 


nor any Reward for paſt Services. 
> I leave 


%%% 
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leave all Poſts of Honour and Cre- 
dit to thoſe, whoſe Ambition hurries 
them that way. But I am weary of 


5 
2 
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me, or grudge me that Happineſs ? 
Nou then ask what Inducement I can 
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have to urge me thereto * Why 


WT hee, and ſuch as thou art. And now, 
my Lords, have not I a ſufficient, 


* 


cauſe to fume and chafe? I fled from 


mine own as from a Peſt-houſe, and 
coming here, in hopes of bettering 


my condition, I find the Gentry in 


this place more inquiſitive, more ſau- 
cy, and, if poſſible, more impertinent 


than thoſe at home. But you have 


not loſt your Subſtance, you may per- 


Ihaps fay ; And do you imagine that 


the worſt that can befal a Man? How 
many have boldly and bravely borne 
Outlawries and Confiſcations of Goods, 


3 
Fon 
F- 


ia hopes of making up their Loſſes 


ſome other Time, and have, by the 
Intereſt and Afhſtance of Friends, re- 
cover'd themſelves from the Verge 
Jof Beggary! My Body is ſound and 


well, my Lords, but my Soul is 


touch'd 


„„ | 
touch'd, and I am fick, and wounded [© 
in the moſt ſenſible Part; I am brim. 
full, and even ready to burſt with 
Noiſe and Nonſenſe; I am ftunn'4 
with empty Clamour, overwhelm'd Þ 
with a Whirlwind of Garrulity, and 
 Infinitely tongue-bitten. As the Sea 
overſets a ſmall Skiff, ſo have the 
Storms of my Wite's Windpipe ſerv'd 
me. I am not my own Man; my Head 
grows giddy, my Eyes roll, my Brains 
touch'd; and are not all theſe Mo- 
tives ſtrong enough to make me de. 
ſirous of Death? If my only Son was 
taken from me, I could comfort my 
{elf by their Examples, who had ſuf. 
fer'd the like Calamity, and ſome 
new Scene of Mirth would wear a- 
way the old one of Sorrow: But this 
enormous Mifchief, I humbly pre- 
ſume, never happened to any before 
myſelf; fo that I am utterly at a Lois Þ 
for any Comfort from parallel Cafes, 
Then it haunts me inceflantly, baulks 
all my Joys, bars up all the Avenues 
to my Eafe and Happineſs, and whol- 
ly diffipates and contounds all thoſe 
Pleaſures which would be the . 
e 5 


| EM Man has his Fancy ; 1 


: Loſs of Goods; that, Loſs of Children, 
Ja third, Baniſhmeat; a fourth, Bodily- 


: is to me intolerable, and wherewith Iam 


F bs Wife is no Drunkard, perhaps you 


© 6 21 7 b 
Jof 2 plentiful Fortune; for all which 
good Cauſes and ſubſtantial Conſidera- 
3 I cannot forbear thinking it had 
been much better 1 had never had a 


Lage 
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dreads one Thing, ſome another; this, 


7 


Pain. L only hate Noiſe, and if {o, what 
Wonder, if as a preſent Eaſe, from what 


everlaſtingly peſtered, I covet Death. 


may Object; Would to God ſhe were, _ 
it that were all; for then ſhe would 
| fomerimes lleep: and if ſhe ſlept 
ber Tongue might lie ſtill. Any Fault, 
or rather all other Faults, would I 
; chuse to bear with, ſooner than this 
PE Temper of her's. I could 
endure her Pride; I could wink at 
ber Laviſhneſs and Riot; Nay, I could 
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03 A 
patiently ſubmit to Horns, or any] 
thing elſe. But this tempeſtuous clack 
of Hers, this perpetual Volubility of 
her Tongue, is what has quite diſabled Þ 
me, and made me weary with Life, 
And which I beſeech you, my very 
good Lords, is moſt eligible, to dic 
once for all, or be always a dying? the 
firſt you will undoubtedly reply; but 
the laſt has long been my Caſe. Many 
a time, as I hope for mercy, have 1 
ot ſtruck down with a ſtorm 4 10 + 
nguage, pour'd upon my Head like 
e Oft have 7 ſtoop'd be. 
nea th a Load of Scurrility; And can 
you think all this tolerable? or has 
any Mortal ever ſuffered the like 
before? is not this Wife of mine like 
the Fidler that will fall a ſcraping ! 
for a Penny, but not ceaſe his Noiſe 
jor leſs than a Shilling? Nay, ſhe is 
more noiſy than a Magpye, a Jay, 
a Starling, or a Graſhopper. Her Þ 
Din ſurpaſſes the Dodonean Bells; for 
they only tinkle when the Wind puts 
them in Motion, and are till in 2 
Calm; but the exceeding Velocity of 
her Tongue nothing can ſtop, neither 
Voi Summer Þ 


EE” 4 
yFommer nor Winter, neither windy nor 
chuſe Life? I come only to petition 
the Gods to grant me my Quietus, 
End give me an univerſal Protection 
gainſt uncouth Noiſes. All other 


End offer up their Sacrifices, implore 


@nly Remedy for my preſent Indiſpo- 
tion. But if the Deities ſhould not 
em gracioully inclin'd to grant that 
Boon, my next Petition ſhould be for 
uch a Fortification of Ear-wax as 
Wight be entirely Din-Proof. Or if 


Hearing mult ſtill be continued, there 
elieve me; for how, I beſeech you, 
Pall I live; or where can I lead my 
Lite with any tolerable Tranquility? 


paltry Wares they have a mind to put 
Ich, with Notes as loud as a City- 
&rycr, (as if the Buyer's own Want 
them were not inducement enough 
; h tor 


kalm Weather. And now, why ſhould 


en, when they approach the Altars, 


Health; but I on my bended Knees 
moſt humbly crave Deafneſs, as the 


hat could not be obtain'd, and my 


en remains nothing but Death to 


If you fay, in the Market-place; there 
8 thouſand Huckſters, praiſing the 
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1 „„ 
for him to lay out his Money,) drive 
me away faſter than if I were fore 
thence by a Tempeſt of Stones and 
Brickbats. If you ſay in the Fiel 
There I alſo find Plague enough: Thi 
Croaking of Frogs, tor what Pur pot 
I know not, the Bray ing of Alles, th 
Lowing of Oxen, the baying of Goat 
and the bleating of Sheep. If you ſy 
in the Courts of Judicature, There tu 
Lawyers are more clamorous and noi 
ſy, and bawl much louder than all t 
reſt together. One Refuge I once hal 
one Haven of Safety, my Hou 
But my Wite's unruly Tongue has no 
ſo entirely taken up that place, that i 
impoſſible for me to find out one cal 
Corner there. Soldiers have now an 
then reſt in their Tents, in Times ff 
Truce; but no Truce, nor the lea 
Ceſſat ion from Anguiſh is ever allow 
me. When ſhe happens to be ſick, her 
ther members which give me no Une 
neſs, as her Eyes, her Hands, herStomacl 
and her Feet, are frequently out of 0 
der; but that miſchievous Voice of hei 
is never indiſpos'd, but wholly free fi 
all Diſcaſes. No Quinſey is fo kind! 


to ſeize her Throat; no Bliſter to fix 


upon her Tongue, no Defluxion of 
Rheum to choak up- the Uvula, nor 
any of thoſe friendly Diſeaſes at- 


tacks her which may put a Pe- 


riod to her inceſſant Brawling. What 
courſe then, what method remains to 
be taken by one who can neither live 
peaceably at home, nor abroad. Per- 


| haps you will fay, that of PLaTo ; You 


are your ſelf, ſays he, the ſole Cauſe of 
all your Troubles, who have not taught 
your Wife how to ſubmit to your Will, 


and ſuit her Carriage to your Tem- 


per. You ſhould have made it your 
firſt Buſineſs to have taught her, ad- 
vis'd her, reprov'd her — And who 
can you imagine ſo remarkably 
ſtupid as not both to ſee and do a 


| thing fo plain and obvious? No Day, 


no Hour, nay, ſcarce a Minute ever 


paſs'd over my Head without perform. 


ing that Office. This is a Diſeaſe, my 


| dear Wife, faid I to her; you expoſe 


us both, to the Laughter of the Neigh- 
bourhood, and they twit me in the 


Teeth with your Indiſcretion. You 
are a Gentlewoman born, you ſay. do 


nothing 


OR” 0a 
nothing then to diſgrace your Birth, 
Copy after my Example; I ama Lover 


of Peace and Quietneſs; Be you the 


fame. All this good Advice of mine 
was meerly thrown' away, for ſhe 
broke in upon me, according to Cuſtom, 
and having introduc'd a new Subject, 
drew me haſtily and unwarily from 
the Matter in Hand. Whereupon, 
finding I had occaſion for Aſſiſtance, | 
I call'd in a Number of mine Acquain- 
tances, whom I had inſtructed: before- 
hand, to preach her a Lecture in praiſe 
of Taciturnity. But ſhe, like a thorough. 
pac'd Champion, laid about her in ſuch 
à manner, as ſoon put them all to flight, 
by talking more, and bawling louder 
than ſome of them, and not allowing 
the reſt the Liberty ſo much as to 
ſqueeze in a Sentence edge ways; inſo- 
much that they, wondr ing at her, and 
pity ing me, and utterly deſpairing of 
gaining a ſecond Audience, quitted the 
Place. Then J recollected that though 
ſhe was above taking any counſel of 
the living, ſhe might yet, perhaps, lil- 

ten to the ſage Advice of the Dead. 
My Dear, ſays I, though you ſlight my 

>. 7 7 - >, ep 
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Precepts, yet I hope you will give At- 
| tention to that celebrated Bard * who, _ 
- lay Tr Yuvatt K6opov $ o199 e - 
Lie Silence, nought the Female Sex 
IV OO 
Then ſhe immediately broke in 
upon me with a What was that Poet's 
Name? Who was his Father? where 
was he born? When did he begin to 
write ? What manner of Death did he | 
die? And thus ſhe run on all Day long, 
Thus my Bard ſerv'd me to a fine pur- | 
poſe, for inſtead of calming her boiſ- 
terous Voice, he only caus'd it to roar |! 
longer and louder. This put me 
quite out of Hope, ſo that deſpairing 
of Succeſs at that time, and tid out 
| with her Loquacity, I very fairly be- 
took my ſelf to my Heels for Safety. | 
| Two Days after this, I ventur'd to ap- 
| proach her once more, and in the 
| mildeſt Terms imaginable told her, 
Really, Wife, Silence is a Qualifica- 
tion ſo graceful to your Sex, that 
a mong Graſhoppers, the Male in- 
d eed 1ings, and is ſome what trouble- 
* Luripides . „„ 
A D023 fome, 


Tome; becauſe of his untunable Voice, but 
the Female has never yet been obſerv'd 
to make the leaſt Chirp —— But not 


= allowing me to finiſh my. Alluſion, 
W Theſe, {aid ſhe, are the dear pretty 
= Graſhoppers, who were of old trans- 
form'd from Men; thoſe Friends of 
the Muſes, who rather chuſe to chirp 
than eat. And thus, repeating this 
Fable of the Graſhoppers over and 
over again, ſhe continu'd her Tattle 
till dark Night. Whereupon, being 
= almoſt overwhelm'd with an Inunda- | 
tion of Words, I bid a final Adieu to 
all adviſing, and ftraightway reſolv'd 
within my ſelf, to impoſe ſilence on 
that ungovernable Tongue of her's, by 
main force, which then chatter'd 
louder than a Milion of Starlings or 
Magpies; purſuant to which Reſolu- 
tion, I ſeiz d her, and held her faſt, 
and, when ſhe ſtill continued her bawl- 
ing, I cramm'd my Handkerchief into 
her Mouth; but I had no ſooner drawn 
itt out again, and left her at Liberty, 
but imagining I had now wrought 
aa thorough Reformation in her; to my 
great Surprize I found that this Con- 
—_ : _trivance 


| + | | 1 | 


trivance of mine only 


heap'd Fuel on 
the Fire; for as they who plug up a 
| Water-pipe, ſtop the Current indeed for 
a while, but occaſion it to guſh forth 
with the greater Violence atterwards, 
ſo I by attempting to ſtifle a gentle 
Gale, rais'd a vaſt Hurricane of words, 
inſomuch that ſhe was within an Ace 
Wot rending the very Houſe with her 
Voice, which was at that time loud 
enough to have ſilenc'd a Thunder- 


ee owes „ 
| Thus having try*d all the Methods L 
could deviſe, either to perſwade, or 
force her to Reaſon, and finding her 
never the better, nay rather much worle, 
and abundantly more noiſy, what will 
become of me? Whither can Ifly? What 
Remedy can be found for my Afflic- 
tion? But ſome ſober Citizen, may per- 
haps ſay, turn her out of Doors, and by 
that means you'll hear no more of her 
iaſolent Language. O truly ſage, and 
exquiſite Receipt, to free a Man from 
a Termagant Wife, which could not 
be hatch'd under every Night-Cap! 
But pray, honeſt Friend of mine, are 
you in Jeſt or Earneſt; if the former, 
Ss "4  Kaow 
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Know that ys 
When Life is at Stake. And if the latte; 
vou are out in your Calculation, and 


t all Mirth is unſeaſonable 


ave miſt your Mark many a fair Yard, 


as you may ſoon ſee, if you know it 


not already. Now do I, with all the 
Calmneſs and Serenity of Mind imagi. 
nable, intreat this honourable Court 


that I may be authoriz'd to die; and 
that, in the mean time, my Wife may 


be employ'd at Home, either in hold. 


ing a Diſcourſe to her ſelf, or to the 
Walls; to the Air, or any thing elk: 


That will be no manner of uneaſineſs to 


me, who am at a diſtance; for then ſhe 


neither ſees me, nor is ſeen by me; ſhe 


neither vociferates, nor does that per- 
verſe and peſtilent Tongue of her's 


pierce my Ears, or tear my Head in 
pieces; and indeed the Law has wiſel 


provided againſt the Inconveniency of 
Women being preſent in Cauſes of Life 

and death. Were this a Suit com- 
menc'd for a Divorce, and I were in- 


forming this honourable Bench what 
Hardſhips I had ſuſtain'd, this Bar 
muſt, and ought to be free for her as 
well as me. But if {he once gains 8 


„ 


ceſs here, and have but a moment's Li- 


| + cence granted her to open her Mouth, | 


Her Council, I aſſure you, may pack up 
their Awls, and march off, and ſo ma 
mine too; for ſhe will pour forth ſuc 
a monſtrous Effuſion of words, at one 
Breath, and tag ſo many idle and inco- 
herent Stories tothe Tail of each other, 


| that I ſhould certainly fink downright, 


| and ſcarce be able to be convey'd | 
hence alive. However, when I came 
{ſeriouſly to reflect, I reſolv'd upon this 
| Courſe which I have taken, to avoid the 
other, which might prove infinitely | 
more miſchievous. But liſten, I intreat 
you, to another inconvenieace which 
| might happen, of no leſs Concern, ſor 
if by the Decrees of thoſe Judges, and 
the Voice of the Law, a Divorce could 
be obtain'd, I ſhould be rather a Loſer | 
than a Gainer by the bargain: for how 


could I endure to fit and hear her Rela- " 


tions, and her Goſſips blaming and 
threatning me, and raving againſt me 
by turns, and complaining of a thouſand 
Hardſhips that ſhe had ſuffered; one 
ranting on this fide, another roaring on 
that, plaguing, vexing, teaſing, and har- 
„ . 


* 


þ2 2 my very Soul out, calling me un- 
an Enemy to all Mirth and good 
Now, who has a Heart of Tron or 
Adamant that could bear what my Wife 
would do on ſuch an Occaſion? She 
would purſue me from the Bar, catch 
bold of my Cloak, drag me towards 
ber, plague me with her complaints firſt, 
and then the Company. Then would 
Heaven, and all the Saints in the Ka- 
lender, One by One, as alſo the Stars, the 
Winds, not forgetting the very Pillars 
and Foundation- Stones of the Court- 
Houſe. At the turning of the Street 
into our Alley, ſhe would bawl out as 
= loud as her Lungs would allow her, to 
WB raiſe the Neighbourhood. Laſt of all, 
& ſhe would ſquat her down at my Gate 
and fo ſtreightly block me up, that I 
ſhould not dare to peep out, and then 
rave at me for keeping within Doors, 
= ASummer's Day would not ſerve them, 
= after this, to tattle over every Particu- 
ur relating to the Divorce, for their 
WW whole Diſcourſe would be nothing The 
= a e Ine 


The Bell rings! who's at the Gate? A 
| Relation of my Wife. It rings again! 


Noe but a pair of Wings could free 
me from their Importunity : Every Fack 
muſt have a Reaſon, and every Jill be 
| furniſhed with an account of my Con- 
duct; ſo that, all things duly weigh'd, 
I had much rather chuſe to die, than 
be liable to ſuch Vexations; let my Wife 
call me never ſo pettiſh, and all her 
| Goſlips beſtow on me what Titles ſo- 
erer n , ̃ĩů 
But, Right Honourable and Worthy 
Lords, this laſt Favour I have to beg 
| at your Hands; give me a ſpeedy Paſſe 
port into perfecł Reſt, and let me have 
a quick Admittance among thoſe bleſ- 
led Spirits who are freed from all the 
Incumbrances of Life; for how ſhould 
I then beotherwiſe than happy? When 
this Body is hoiſted up upon a Bier, 
the Women indeed may howl, my Re- 
lations and Attendants make a Noiſe, 
l. but the Corpſe lies wholly infeaſible - 
ir Pot all that is acted: for if ſound ſleep 
be the greateſt Bleſſing of Life, why 
e. grea Hing 
ge ſhould not that be ſtill deem'd a greater 
= Þ „ Bleſſing 


Þ Who's there? One of my Wife's Goſſips. 


= Bleſſing which brings with it a higher 
decegree of Inſenſibility? If any in the 
= Court do not approve of this Halter, 
let him procure me a better. How. 
ever, one thing I mult not forget to re. 
mind you of, which is, that I will have 
no Sermoniz ing; let the gentle Doſe be 
decently adminiſtered, and ſilently re. 
Ceiv'd. I will hear no Diſſertation con- 
cerning the Nature and Qualities of 
Hemp, nor be told what Viſions I ſhalt 
obſerve while I am hanging; let me 
have this laſt Boon free from Hurry 
and Confuſion. Above all, my very 
good Lords, I intreat you, for Heaven's 
Sake, not to ſuffer my Wife to be pre. 
ſent at my Death, neither ſhould ſhe 
be allowed to mourn for my Sake, ſee 
ing I die with pleaſure for her's. As 
for her mourning, it would not be like 
other Womens; tor inſtead of ſhedding 
Tears, ſhe would bawl and yell, and 
beat her Breaſts, and make my En- 
trance to Death diſmal and melancho- 
ly. Let her then be abſent, far diſtant 
from me; Let her ſeek out ſome other 
_  Husband of Stone, who may be better 
able to bear her Impertineace, BO. 
5 K 


a ET 
ue ſafe and eaſy under Ground, be- 
r yond the reach of the loudeſt of her 
e Artillery. To enjoy the Light of the - 
r, Jun is a vaſt Satisfaction, my Lords, 
and no leſs 15 it to taſte the Pleaſures f 
this preſent Lite. But my Wife robs. *® 
me of all theſe, partly by what ſhe hath 
| done, and partly by what I can eaſily 
foreſee ſhe will do; for I recollect and 
conſider within my ſelf, with how exceſ- 
ſive a velocity her Tongue would move 
| when ſhe cameto be pregnant, and at the _. 
| grandtimeofherGroaning and Delivery: 
| Now if ſhe ſhould bring me many Chil 
dren, and they be like their mother, how 
could I poſſibly live in the midſt of 
ſuch a Quire? My Houſe would then 
be as clamorous, and full as noiſy as 
à common Field or Meadow, where- _ 
in Fowls of all ſorts and ſizes fly about, 
and hallow at pleaſure: But ſee what 
ill company is, I own my ſelf touch d, 

I have caught the Contagion from my 
Wife. I have been very tedious, and 
have made a long Speech; but this ſhall * 
be my laſt, Henceforth I ſhall never 
more hear any man, nor any Man me. 
O happy Day! O bleſſed W 
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